Report

“The Fifth Space — Where Education Meets Responsibility*

Dr. Ambedkar International Centre collaborated with National
Commission for Women (NCW),Mount Abu Public School and UNESCO New
Delhi to organise "The Fifth Space — Where Education Meets Responsibility* on
August 24, 2026, from 10am to 1pm at the Dr. Ambedkar International Centre
(DAIC), New Delhi

The conference served as a major convergence of educators, principals,
academicians, and students from over 50+ leading schools across Delhi-NCR.
Over 800 participants gathered at the venue to engage in critical discussions
surrounding Gen Z’s aspirations, digital citizenship, child safety, and nation-
building toward the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.

The occasion was graced by Union Minister of Social Justice &
Empowerment, Dr. Virendra Kumar. Introducing the concept of moving Drishti
Se Antardrishti Ki Aur (from vision to insight), Dr. Kumar called for deeply
recognising the unique strengths of every child. He defined the "Fifth Space" as
the intersection of home, school, culture, society, citizenship, knowledge, and the
digital world, reminding students that technological adoption must always be
accompanied by ethics, judgment, and responsible citizenship as they shape the
future of India The programme also witnessed deliberations on child rights,
safety, gender equality, human dignity, digital responsibility and responsible
citizenship by distinguished speakers including Smt. Vijaya Kishore Rahatkar,
Chairperson, National Commission for Women, Dr. Sanjeev Sharma, Member
Secretary, National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) and Dr.
Jyoti Arora, Principal, Mount Abu Public School.

The highlight of the event was an interactive dialogue between Dr.
Virendra Kumar, Hon’ble Union Minister of Social Justice & Empowerment, and
Gen Z students. The Minister answered direct questions from the audience and
urged parents, teachers, and institutions to engage with young people through
empathy and understanding rather than mere criticism of technology. He
emphasised maintaining strong emotional connections so youth feel comfortable
seeking guidance.

The program featured four distinct specialised tracks designed to address
key contemporary challenges. In Track 01 (Digital Trust at Bhim Auditorium),
cyber-crime investigator Ms. Kamakshi Sharma led students of Grades VI11-XII
through practical sessions on online safety, Al ethics, digital footprints, and
cyberstalking prevention. Track 02 (Human Dignity at Nalanda Auditorium),




conducted by counselling psychologist Ms. Vijay Laxmi Mishra, focused on
emotional wellbeing, POCSO awareness, consent, and personal boundaries.
Track 03 (Human Dignity in Practice at Samrasta Auditorium) engaged educators
and administrators under the guidance of Dr. Sarita Jadav from UNESCO New
Delhi to translate POSH/POCSO policies into daily classroom culture and
institutional safeguarding. Meanwhile, Track 04 (Leadership Forum at
Conference 2) saw Smt. Vijaya Rahatkar, Chairperson of the NCW, host a closed-
door roundtable with school principals on building institutional trust and moving
beyond basic compliance.

The program garnered extensive media coverage across prominent
channels, including official press briefings by the Press Information Bureau (PIB)
and broadcasts on various channels. Media reports highlighted the event's
proactive framework for bridging generational gaps and fostering tech-
responsible, empathetic learning environments.
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Media Coverage:-
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Union Minister Dr. Virendra Kumar Interacts With School Students On Education, Digital
Responsibility And Human Dignity

New Delhi, 24 August 2026

Union Minister for Social Justice & Empowerment, Dr. Virendra Kumar, interacted with school students at the Dr. Ambedkar International Centre (DAIC), New Delhi, today, during the
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Union Minister Dr. Virendra Kumar Interacts with Students
on Education, Digital Responsmlllty and Human Dignity

KAVITA SHARMA
New Delhi

Union Minister for Social
Justice & Empowerment, Dr.
Virendra Kumar, interacted
with school students at the
Dr. Ambedkar International
Centre (DAIC), during the
programme “The Fifth Space
- Where Education Meets Re-
sponsibility.” The programme
was organised by the Nation-
al Commission for Women
(NCW) in collaboration with
DAIC, UNESCO New Delhi
and Mount Abu Public School.

Interacting with the young
students, the Union Minister

emphasised the importance of

listening to the younger gen-
eration, understanding their

concerns and creating an envi-
ronment where they feel com-
fortable sharing their thoughts

and challenges. He highlighted
that the rapidly changing digi-
tal environment requires par-
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Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

ents, teachers and institutions
to engage with young people
with understanding rather than
simply criticising their use of
technology.

Dr. Virendra Kumar em-
phasised the importance of
maintaining strong emotional
connections between students,
parents and teachers, enabling
young people to seek guidance
and support when facing diffi-
culties. He also highlighted the
importance of recognising the
individual strengths, aspirations
and needs of every child. To-
day, our Hon'ble Minister spoke
about moving from vision to
insight (Drishti se antardrishti
ki aur) — from merely seeing
things to understanding them
deeply and meaningfully

The Fifth Space — Where Education Meets Responsibility

Union Minister Dr. Virendra Kumar Interacts with School Students on Education, Digital Responsibility
and Human Dignity

Posted On: 24 AUG 2026 6:17PM by PIB Delhi
Union Minister of Social Justice & Empowerment. Dr. Virendra Kumar today emphasized the importance of listening to the younger generation, understanding their
concerns and creating an environment where they feel comfortable sharing their thoughts and challenges.

Addressing the school students at the Dr. Ambedkar International Centre (DAIC) during the programme “The Fifth Space — Where Education Meets Responsibility”, in
the National Capital here today. Dr Kumar underlined that the rapidly changing digital environment requires parents. teachers and institutions to engage with young people
with understanding rather than simply criticizing their use of technology.

The programme was organised by the National Commission for Women (NCW) in collaboration with DAIC. UNESCO New Delhi and Mount Abu Public School.

Dr. Virendra Kumar emphasised the importance of maintaining strong emotional connections between students, parents and teachers. enabling young people to seek
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